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Asking for agreement
Use question tags in spoken English to encourage 
another person to agree with you, or to check that 
information is correct.

New language  Question tags

Vocabulary  Travel and leisure plans  

New skill  Checking information

When you use question tags, a negative question tag follows a positive statement,  
and a positive question tag follows a negative statement. The verb that is  
used in the question tag depends on the verb that is used in the statement. 

A statement with  
an auxiliary verb  
is followed by a 
question tag with the 
same auxiliary verb.

A present simple 
statement is followed 
by a question tag with 
the present simple 
form of “do.”

A past simple statement 
is followed by a question 
tag with the past simple 
form of “do.”

A statement with the 
verb “be” is followed 
by a question tag that 
also uses “be.”

KEY LANGUAGE QUESTION TAGS

AUXILIARY 
VERB

MAIN  
VERB QUESTION TAG

QUESTION TAG

QUESTION TAG

QUESTION TAG

PRESENT SIMPLE

VERB “BE”

PAST SIMPLE

Main verb  
describes the action.

Question tag 
uses the same 
auxiliary verb.

Auxiliary verb.
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REWRITE THE SENTENCES, 
CORRECTING THE ERRORS

ADD QUESTION TAGS  
TO THE SENTENCES

CHANGE THE QUESTIONS INTO SENTENCES WITH QUESTION TAGS,  
THEN SAY THEM OUT LOUD

156-159_Unit_46_Asking_for_agreement.indd   157 26/01/2016   10:57



158

MODAL VERB QUESTION TAG

Use the same modal verb in the 
statement and the question tag.

Statements with 
modal verbs such as 
“could,” “would,” and 
“should” are followed 
by question tags  
that use the same 
modal verb. 

KEY LANGUAGE QUESTION TAGS WITH MODAL VERBS

FURTHER EXAMPLES QUESTION TAGS WITH MODAL VERBS

ADD QUESTION TAGS  
TO THE SENTENCES

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND 
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Aman and Leta are packing  
for their vacation.
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SAY THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD, ADDING QUESTION TAGS

REVIEW THE ENGLISH YOU HAVE LEARNED IN UNITS 42–46

“MUST” AND “HAVE TO”

“MUST NOT” AND  
“DON’T HAVE TO”

“MIGHT” AND “COULD”

“MIGHT NOT” AND  
“COULD NOT”

QUESTION TAGS WITH 
MODAL VERBS

“CAN,” “COULD,” AND “MAY”

QUESTION TAGS

THREE-WORD PHRASAL VERBS

NEW LANGUAGE SAMPLE SENTENCE UNIT

CHECKLIST

 Question tags   Travel and leisure plans   Checking information  
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